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The cut of Rs. 4 lakhs in 1922-23 was made against Irrigation charged to
Revenue. Again the principal ground for the reduction was economy, but
the efficiency of the department was also critized. Out of the amount cut,
Rs. 2,16,000 was restored by certification.

The cut of Rs. 1,90,000 in 1927-28 was directed against expenditure on
irrigation from the Famine Insurance grant. The mover desired that this
expenditure should be financed from other sources and that the famine
Insurance Fund should be allowed to accumulate up to the maximum limit
fixed. The reduction was partly met by a supplementary grant of
Rs. 70,500, but these last two cuts caused considerable inconvenience to the
department as work on some of the works in progress, for which the pro-
vision was thus /educed, had to be continued.

In addition, the whole demand was thrown put in 1924, but the adminis-
tration of the department was not affected owing to the exercise by the
Governor of the power of certification.

5. The financial aspect of irrigation in the province was, at the time of
the provincial settlement, materially affected by the decision that interest on
sums advanced for expenditure on irrigation works prior to the Reforms
should be payable to the Government of India in respect not only of produc-
tive but also of protective works. The total interest payable annually ex-
ceeds Rs. 14 lakhs. On several occasions the Legislative Council has
characterized this payment as inequitable and the local Government has pro-
tested against it. In 1922 the Finance Member of the Government of India
. agreed that the matter ought to be reconsidered as soon as the provincial
contributions had been abolished.

Since, the Reforms the works which were sanctioned as productive have
been reclassified in the light of further experience of their working as un-
productive and there are no works in the province, whether constructed
before or after the Reforms, which are now classified as productive. In fact,
therefore, although part of the interest paid to the Government of India is
nominally on account of productive irrigation, the province neither obtains
nor is likely to obtain in the future, a return on any of the works equivalent to
the interest paid by the Provincial Government to the Government of
India.

6. Only one piece of legislation affecting the department has been
placed before the Legislative Council. This is the Central Provinces Canal
Management (Amendment) Act, 1923. The object of this legislation was to
make it possible to obtain agreements for the construction of water-courses
when the occupiers of 80 per cent of the area affected agreed thereto. The
Bill was placed before the standing committee and unanimously approved
in 1922, and in 1923 it passed the Council in a single day.

A Central Provinces Irrigation Bill has been under consideration for
over four years and has been placed before the standing committee on five
occasions. On the last occasion the standing committee agreed to the draft
and it is now about to be submitted for preliminary sanction to the Govern-
ment of India. At present irrigation is regulated by the Northern India
Canal and Drainage Act as amended by two small local Acts. Conditions in
the north of India to which that Act is primarily intended to apply differ
greatly from those prevailing in this province and it has long been evident
that a local Act is required.

7. The standing committee of the. department, during the life of the
first two Councils included three or four non-official members of the Legis-
lative Council and two outside members from the areas most affected by
irrigation and not represented in the Legislative Council by persons acquaint-
ed with die problems of irrigation. During 1926-27 the committee was in
abeyance, ft was reconstituted in August 1927 like other committees with
three members nominated by Government and six non-official members of
the Legislative Council nominated on the advice of the President. A num-
ber of important matters including the Canal Management Bill, Central Prov-
inces Irrigation Bill, several proposals involving heavy expenditure, ques-
tions of agreements and rates, and proposals for the revision of the powers